Built in AT Featured on Snow Leopard OS X
Snow Leopard OS X is an operating system that was released by Apple Inc on August 28th 2009 for their line of computers known as the Macintosh series. This newest version of the Leopard operating system promised to contain a built in feature described as “Universal Accessibility”. The purpose of this feature was to aid in the use of Mac computers for persons with disabilities and those that needed additional help when using a personal computer. There are numerous applications on this feature.

VoiceOver
VoiceOver is the main component to Mac’s Universal Accessibility. The VoiceOver component can be easy accessed through the Preferences menu. To set up the VoiceOver component the user must go through a fully voiced tutorial that explains all of the features offered with VoiceOver along with how to use them. To navigate through this tutorial the user does not have to use the mouse or track pad but rather use the keyboard.

The Control/Option (CO) keys are used to activate the various commands related to VoiceOver.
VoiceOver has a built in function called “Keyboard Help”.  This function will allow the user to press Control/Option and then any key and the generate voice will tell the user what the key is. For example, if the user were to press Control/Option/s the voice will say “S”.  
To move about the screen, no matter the program while using VoiceOver the user will use the CO keys along with the up, down, left and right arrow keys. . While the user navigates through the screen the generated voice will describe the features present.  The user can change the rate, pitch, and volume of the synthesized voice by using VoiceOver, without having to manually find the selections from the menu bar.

VoiceOver also allows the user to select check boxes and pop-up menus, along with other on-screen controls that may appear on programs or web pages. While typing in text fields the user will be told the title of the text field and, as they type the letters that correspond with the keys they have pressed will be spoken out loud.
VoiceOver also allows for the user to interact with tables in both text documents or on web pages. VoiceOver (when prompted by the corresponding keyboard controls) will read the different parts of the table out to the user. Further, when filling out forms on-line voice over will allow the user to have full access to all the information and will assist the user as he/she runs through the form online by reading the title of the text boxes and also allowing the user to change any dates, times and other numeric fields.

VoiceOver also allows the user to interact with the “Dock”. The Dock, found along the bottom of the screen on Mac Computers is where the icons are located, and is thus where the user can access the programs that are commonly used on their computer.
VoiceOver also aids in navigating through the Internet. Voiceover will describe the items on a webpage, and it will also help the user to select items by using a feature called “Web Item Rotar” which will create a list of the items available to interact with such as links and headers. 

VoiceOver provides an alternative way to browse webpages based on their visual layout. When a webpage opens, VoiceOver identifies key elements that represent related items on the page and will automatically create “Virtual Tags” called “Web Spots” to work with.

Screen Magnification
This feature can be accessed by both keyboard commands and use of the mouse or track pad. The screen can be modified, despite the program that the user is using up to 40x its original size. During the magnification, a “Preview Screen” shows the orientation of the screen that is being enlarged.  
The Screen Magnification feature also provides a “Cursor Magnification” in which the cursor can be enlarged with or with out the screen magnified so that the cursor is easy to track and see.
Dock magnification is another option associated with the screen magnification accessibility option. This feature allows the user to move their cursor over the dock and as they do so the icons that the cursor is on will enlarge so that they can be easily seen to people with low vision. 

Hearing

Visual Alerts
For people with who have difficulty hearing, Snow Leopard OS X supplies a number of features. One such feature is “Visual Alerts” which flashes the screen instead of making a certain tone or noise when the system needs the user’s attention. 

iChat
iChat is a built in chat interface that comes with Snow Leopard. This program provides a video and text chat that allows users to network and communicate over an internet connection.

Closed Captioning 

When using QuickTime (the Mac media player) the user can change the settings to display open or closed captioning when watching any video. 

Motor and Physical Skills
When the Automator is open a list will appear on the left hand side. This list contains a number of pre-determined tasks that are completed on a computer on a regular basis such as sending an email with an attachment or creating a new event in iCal. The user will drag with item they wish to perform on their computer in to a box on the right hand side of the window. Once the list of tasks in complete the user must press the “Record” button. The list of tasks compiled by the user is known as a “workflow”. A particular “workflow” can be saved to a folder and be copied in to the right hand field on a repeat basis. The Automator will record the selected tasks and when the “workflow” is recorded the user must select the onscreen “run” button and the “Automator” will perform the tasks.
Voice Commands

After the correct settings have be selected, Snow Leopard OS X allows the user to use speak and control almost every aspect of their computer by not using the keyboard. For instance if the user is using MS Word for Mac, they can simply speak “save” to save a draft of their document.
On Screen Keyboard
For people who find it easier to use a pointer rather than a keyboard, Snow Leopard has a built in On Screen Keyboard that can be used by using a pointer or a mouse to select the desired keys. 

